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*lv.  1.  M.  ScHULiucK,  S.R.X.,  S.C.M. 
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A.  Ho\v.\rth,  S.R.X.,  S.C.M. 
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A.  Kleindienst,  S.R.X.,  R.F.N.,  Oueen’s  Xurse. 
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HALIFAX  AREA  HOSPITALS  MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE. 

Consultant  Staff. 

Ear,  Nose  &  Throat  Surgeon: 

W.  O.  Lodge,  M.D.,  F.I.C.S.,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Chest  Physician: 
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AimAilAM  ORMEROI)  MEDICAL  C'EN'I'RE, 


rODMC^RDEX. 

Oct(')ber,  1951. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Memders  of  the  Cohncil. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  fourtli  Annual  Report 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health  Admin¬ 
istration.  Dnder  this  arrangement  your  Medical  Oflicer  of 
Health  is  also  Divisional  Medical  Olhcer  for  the  West  Riding 
CoLintv  Council’s  local  liealth  services  and  has  similar  functions 
in  the  Urban  Districts  of  Hebden  Royd  and  Ripponden,  the 
Rural  District  of  Heptou,  and  the  Borough  of  Todmorden. 
The  scheme  has,  I  think,  led  to  a  closer  integration  of  all 
local  authority  health  services. 

The  opening  paragraphs  of  the  Medical  Officer’s  .Annual 
l^eport  are  by  tradition  devoted  to  a  survey  of  the  vital 
Statistic'S  for  the  year,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  <a  mere 
glance  at  these  figures  giv'es  cause  for  considerable  satisfaction. 
We  can  see  that  maternal  mortality  continues  tc')  be  absent, 
that  infant  mortality  is  exceptionally  low,  that  remarkably 
few  of  our  schoolchildren  show  evidence  of  malnutrition  or 
ill-health,  and  that  (tuberculosis  apart)  total  deaths  from 
infectious  disease  can  be  numbered  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 
But  so-called  “  \  ital  ”  statistics  are  in  fact  cold  and  impersonal : 
they  are  more  C(')ncerned  with  the  dead  than  with  the  living  ; 
they  cannot  measure  human  joy  or  misery,  and  the  picture  they 
portray  sometimes  shows  nothing  of  the  most  significant  features 
of  the  community’s  health  and  morale.  Such  is  the  case  in 
the  Calder  5ffilley  in  1950,  the  statistics  reflecting  nothing  of 
the  unhap[)iness  and  unnecessary  suffering  of  more  than  a  few 
old  folk  in  this  district.  Indeed,  it  is  in  considering  the 
position  of  the  aged  that  we  come  across  the  major  public 
health  problem  of  the  year. 
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A^>  an  example  of  what  is  all  too  comiiioiily  encountered 
1  must  relate  the  history  of  Mrs.  X.  of  Calder  Valley.  Mrs.  X. 
was  nearly  80  years  of  age  when  I  first  met  her  m  1949.  I  was 
told  that,  in  her  younger  days,  she  had  been  an  active  and 
intelligent  lady  with  all  the  sturdiness  and  independence  of 
spirit  so  characteristic  of  the  Calder  \hilley  womenfolk  of  her 
generation.  Idle  death  of  her  husband  about  10  years  ago  was 
a  serious  blow  especially  as  it  left  her  alone  in  the  world,  her 
other  near-relatives  having  died  or  moved  out  of  the  district. 
.She  was,  however,  determined  to  carry  on  and  sought  assistance 
from  no  one.  But  grit  and  independence  cannot  indefinitely 
stave  off  the  age  of  “  the  lean  and  slipper’d  pantaloon  ”.  Mrs. 
X.  discovered  that  her  energy  and  activity  were  waning  fast. 
Her  domestic  chores  became  an  ever-increasing  burden  :  her 
home,  formerly  a  bright  and  flawless  jewel  of  domestic  pride, 
gradually  became  dull,  drab,  and,  later  on,  dirty.  Her  personal 
appearance  and  habits  suffered  too,  deteriorating  to  the  point 
where  she  was  constantly  grimy  and  dishevelled.  Mrs.  X.  was 
— at  first — fully  conscious  of  her  limitations  but,  with  the 
passage  of  years,  her  critical  faculties  faded  and  she  became 
increasingly  unaware  of  the  morass  into  which  she  was  sinking. 
Independence,  although  a  virtue  in  the  young,  often  becomes 
a  [lerilous  obsession  in  the  aged.  bhis  is  particularly  so  where, 
as  in  the  case  of  .Mrs.  X.,  loneliness  and  lack  of  outside  inter¬ 
ests  stimulate  and  accelerate  the  mental  changes  of  old  age. 
And  so,  when  assistance  was  offered  by  neighbours  and  by  the 
Health  Dept.,  Mrs.  X.  protested  that  she  was  quite  capable  of 
managing  her  own  affairs.  Had  the  local  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  been  as  admirably  active  then  as  it  is  now  [)ossibly 
something  might  have  been  done  to  draw  Mrs.  X.  out  of  this 
“hermit  complex’’.  Frequent  social  visits  by  kindly  and  under¬ 
standing  volunteers,  the  occasional  gift  of  some  much  needed 
“comfort”,  a  few  words  of  cheer  now  and  then,  happy  after¬ 
noons  at  the  Old  People’s  Social  Club— all  or  any  of  these 
things  might  have  helped,  but  none  were  available  at  that  time. 
It  was  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  things  went  from  bad  to 
worse.  The  combination  of  physical  weakness  and  mental  apathy 
led  to  further  complications.  Shopping  became  difficult,  some¬ 
times  impossible,  and  Mrs.  X’s  diet  gradually  deteriorated  both 
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in  quality  and  quantity.  This  in  turn  further  weakened  her 
general  condition  and  the  vicious  circle  now  revolved  with 
ever  increasing  rapidity.  Mrs.  X.,  withered,  half-starved  and 
half-demented,  began  to  spend  most  of  the  day  in  bed.  Neigh¬ 
bours  called  in  occasionally  to  make  a  drink  or  bring  some 
bread  :  they  kept  her  alive — but  that  was  all.  The  Services  of 
a  Home  Help  were  refused,  though  even  if  she  had  accepted, 
it  may  have  proved  difficult  to  provide  adequate  help  due 
to  difficulties  experienced  in  this  area  in  the  recruitment  of 
Home  Helps.  Both  Mrs.  X.  and  her  house  became  filthy  and 
disgusting  and  it  was  only  after  persistent  efforts  that  her 
doctor  persuaded  her  to  agree  to  admission  to  an  institution. 
In  the  “bad  old  days”  of  the  Poor  Law  this  would  have  been 
the  hnal  episode  in  the  life  of  Mrs.  X.  but  alas,  in  this  en¬ 
lightened  era  of  the  Welfare  State,  no  such  comfortable  con¬ 
clusion  was  reached,  d'he  Welfare  Officer  had  to  explain  to 
the  doctor  that  only  ambulant  and  relatively  fit  old  persons 
could  be  admitted  to  a  Welfare  Institution  ;  the  only  thing 
left  for  Mrs.  X.  was  admission  to  hospital.  A  hospital  official, 
a  kindly  but  frustrated  gentleman,  apologetically  informed  the 
doctor  that  no  beds  were  immediately  available  for  the  aged 
sick.  Her  name  could,  of  course  be  placed  on  the  waiting  list 
and  slie  would  be  ailmitted  in  weeks  or  months  depending  on 
the  degree  of  urgency.  Immediate  admission  wms  only  possible 
for  “acute"  medical  or  surgical  emergencies.  Unf ortunatel v 
Mrs.  X.  did  not  fit  into  these  categories  ;  she  did  not  require 
an  operation  (jr  special  medical  investigation  or  emergency 
treatment — she  was  a  social  emergency  merely  requiring  round- 
the-clock  nursing  care  and  attention,  and,  strangely  enough, 
the  hospitals  were  unable  to  provide  this  simple  unspecialised 
service  for  her.  It  seemed  to  the  doctor  that,  had  she  been 
sufficiently  fit  and  active  to  fall  downstairs,  she  might  have 
been  admitted  as  a  surgical  emergency,  but  poor  Mrs.  X.  could 
not  even  make  this  final  gesture  to  bureaucracy. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Health  Department  the  hospital 
authority  was  made  fully  aware  of  the  circumstances  of  Mrs.  X., 
and  it  was  agreed  that  her  name  should  be  put  high  up  on 
the  waiting  list.  With  characteristic  independence  Mrs.  X. 
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passed  away  before  she  could  be  admitted.  She  died  miserably 
and  ignominiously,  alone  and  unattended,  surrounded  only  by 
the  atmospheric  stench  of  a  neglected  sickbed  and  the  drab 
and  dirty  remnants  of  a  once  resplendent  household. 

This  is  a  tragic  story,  but,  one  regrets  to  state,  by  no 
means  unique.  Not  a  week  passes  by  in  this  office  without  my 
receiving  one  or  more  reports  of  similar  cases  of  varying  degrees 
of  social  urgency.  Investigation  by  this  department  in  1950  of 
nearly  one  hundred  cases  on  the  hospital  waiting  list  revealed 
that  one  out  of  every  three  aged  persons  urgently  requiring 
admission  died  before  admission  was  possible.  Every  such  case 
is  a  serious  blow  to  our  accepted  standards  of  civilisation  and 
also  a  challenge  both  to  our  public  services  (whether  voluntary 
or  statutory)  and  individual  consciences. 

There  are  very  few  social  problems  which  cannot  either 
be  prevented  or  remedied.  In  the  case  of  infirm  and  lonely  old 
people  I  would  suggest  in  the  first  place  that  there  is  a  respons- 
ibility  on  every  individual  to  take  a  more  active  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  aged.  There  must  be  more  tolerance,  more 
understanding,  and  a  real  desire  to  help  even  if  it  involves 
financial  or  other  sacrifice.  Secondly,  there  is  need  for  still 
further  eKpansioii  of  voluntary  organisations  who  can  do  much 
to  ease  the  burden  of  handicapped  old  people  and  so  slow 
down  or  even  prevent  a  rapid  decline  into  liel[dessness.  The 
provision  of  comforts,  recreational  facilities,  meals,  and  special 
services  not  cov^ered  by  statutory  machinery,  e.g.  chiropody, 
are  call  functions  which  should  come  well  within  the  scope  of 
can  active  vcduntary  organisation.  Finally,  the  public  author¬ 
ities  must  examine  closely  the  services  they  provide  for  the 
aged.  Domiciliary  services  (including  liome  nursing,  health 
visiting,  and  home  helps)  must  he  maintained  at  a  high  level 
of  efficiency  and  extended  where  appropriate,  d'he  Home  Help 
Service  should  be  made  sullicieiitly  attractive  as  a  career  to 
overcome  recruiting  difficulties  :  it  could  be  extended  to  include 
evening  and  occasionally  even  night  work  where  specially 
required.  Old  people  are  inevitably  happier  if  they  can  be 
adequately  cared  for  in  their  own  homes  and  a  more  compre¬ 
hensive  and  etficient  domiciliary  service  would  make  this 
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possible  in  a  greater  number  of  cases.  Institutional  and  hospital 
care  will,  however,  still  often  be  required  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  concern  that  the  adminstration  of  welfare  institutions  and 
hos})itals  is  so  sharply  divided.  Mospital  authorities  should  not 
be  placed  in  the  position  where  they  have  to  decide  whether 
they  should  give  beds  to  operation  cases  or  to  old  persons  who 
do  not  require  any  specialised  hospital  service  but  are  not 
considered  lit  enough  to  be  in  a  welfare  institution.  The  care 
of  the  aged  chronic  sick  should  be  a  responsibility,  not  of  the 
hospital  authority,  but  of  the  welfare  authority.  Sick  bays  or 
inhrmaries  (using  this  word  in  a  strict  literal  sense)  could  be 
attached  to  every  welfare  institution  and  patients  only  admitted 
t(.)  ordinary  hospitals  when  specialised  medical  or  surgical 
treatment  or  investigation  is  required. 

t 

Another  public  health  problem  still  causing  concern  is 
that  of  tuberculosis.  It  will  be  noted  that  in  Sowerby  Bridge 
there  were  32  new  cases  notified  in  1950  and  6  deaths.  No 
fewer  than  22  of  the  32  notifications  were  in  respect  of  persons 
under  the  age  of  45  years.  The  unusually  high  hgure  of  notili* 
cations  is  very  largely  the  result  of  the  mass  radiography  of 
adults  and  of  the  tuberculin  survey  of  children  (under  the  aegis 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council)  carried  out  simultaneously 
in  the  early  part  of  1950.  A  full  report  of  these  surveys  has 
already  been  presented  by  me  to  your  Council  and  I  will  not 
on  this  occasion  dwell  further  on  the  details.  .Sulhce  to  say 
that  the  results  of  the  adult  survey  in  Sowerby  Bridge  indicated 
that  4 — 5  out  of  every  1,000  adults  examined  were  found  to 
be  suffering  from  active  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment. 
4'his  incidence  is  no  higlier  than  in  many  other  districts  but 
gives  no  grounds  whatsoever  for  complacency. 

A  start  was  made  in  1950  with  vaccination  against  tuber¬ 
culosis  using  B.C.G.  vaccine.  Acting  on  Ministry  of  Health 
recommendations  the  scheme  is  so  far  limited  to  the  vaccination 
of  those  at  special  risk,  in  particular  susceptible  child  contacts 
of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Too  much  reliance  should  not 
however  be  placed  on  the  value  of  B.C.G.  in  eliminating  this 
scourge.  The  level  of  immunity  conferred  cannot  for  example 
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he  compared  with  that  resulting  from  di[)htheria  immunisation. 
But  B.C.G.,  if  more  widely  used,  could  lead  to  some  reduction 
in  the  number  of  those  suffering  from  the  disease.  The  principle 
armoury  of  defence  against  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  must 
remain,  as  ever,  an  adequate  standard  of  housing  and  nutrition 
in  the  whole  population.  Because  of  circumstances  beyond  the 
control  of  your  Council,  progress  in  housing  has  been  disappoint¬ 
ingly  slow  but  I  am  grateful  to  your  Housing  Committee  for 
the  active  and  sympathetic  consideration  they  have  given  to  my 
recommendations  in  the  more  urgent  cases. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  kindness,  patience  and  co-operation,  and  to  thank  i\Ir. 
Foster,  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  kindness  and  most  wdlling 
assistance  in  helping  me  to  tackle  the  numerous  problems  of  the 
Health  Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LYONS, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  1. 


Vital  Statistics. 


STATISTICS. 


Area  6,^66  acres 

Population.  Registrar- General’s  estimate  of 

Resident  Population,  mid  1950  ...  1^,040 

Xumber  of  dwelling-houses,  excluding 

Shops/dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,637 

Rateable  value...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £89,137 

Product  (jf  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ... 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — 
Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate  ... 

292 

8 

140 

3 

152 

5 

Birth  Rate  per  1000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population 
15-8 

Still  Births  — 
Legitiniate  ... 
Illegitimate  ... 

8 

6 

2 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still) 
births  ...26.0 

All  Deaths 

266 

127 

139 

Death  Rate  per 
1000  of  the 
estimated  resident 
population  ...  14‘0 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year — 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ... 

7 

5 

7 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (Deaths  under 

1  year  per  1000 
live  births)  ...  23 

12 


Causes  of  Death  in  Sowerby  Bridge  U.D. 


1950 


1 

Cause  of  Deatli 
rubercLilosis,  respiratory 

M. 

2 

F. 

4 

2 

4'uberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

4 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

8 

Measles  ...  . 

— 

— 

9 

Otlier  infective  and  parasitic  diseases... 

1 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach... 

1 

3 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

6 

— 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

10 

7 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes . 

2 

— 

17 

Vascular  lesions  (^f  nervous  systems 

21 

23 

IS 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

11 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

7 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

42 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

~>  ? 
w  w 

Inlluenza  ... 

- — 

- - 

23 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

24 

Bronchitis 

14 

3 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

27 

Oastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

5 

6 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

6 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

32 

Other  dehned  and  ill-defined  diseases... 

7 

14 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

3 

— 

34 

All  other  accidents 

2 

4 

35 

Suicide  . 

2 

7 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Total,  all  causes  ...  ...  127  139 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 
Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Figures. 

Comparison  with  neiglibouriipu'  districts  in  County  Health  Ihvision  19 


Sowerby 

Bridge 

IJ.l), 

Rippou- 

den 

U.D 

Todmor- 

den 

M.B. 

Hebden 

Koyd 

U.D. 

Hepton 

U.D. 

Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000 estimated  population)  ... 

15-8 

14-5 

14-6 

16-4 

13-2 

Heath  Rates 

(all  [ler  1,000  estimated  population) 
All  Causes 

140 

13-3 

13‘6 

1 7’6 

10-6 

Infective  Parasitic  Diseases* 

0-21 

0-38 

0-10 

0-29 

Xil 

d'ubercLilosis  of  Resjiiratory 
System 

0-32 

Xil 

0-31 

0-38 

0-26 

Other  Forms  of  d'uberculosis  ... 

Xil 

0-19 

Xil 

Xil 

Xil 

Respiratory  Diseases  f 

(excluding  tuberculosis  of 
respi rntory  system)  ... 

1-37 

0-38 

2- 12 

1-43 

0-33 

Cancer 

1-68 

1-50 

1-92 

2-39 

1-38 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases^ 

5-15 

GO  i 

3-18 

8-13 

4-49 

\"ascular  Lesions  of 
nervous  system 

2-31 

2-07 

2-34 

2*01 

1-06 

Infant  Mortality 
(Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000 
live  births)... 

23 

32 

14 

17 

20 

Maternal  Mortality 
(Deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ... 

Xil 

Xil 

Xil 

Xil 

Xil 

Coinbinerl  death  rate  from  syphilitic,  diseases,  acute  poliomyelitis,  meningococcal  infections, 
diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough,  and  other  infective  and  i)arasitic  diseases. 

'  Comhined  death  rate  from  influenza,  hroncliitis,  i)neumonia  and  other  respiratory  diseases, 
excluding  tuberculosis  of  tlie  rc'spiratory  system. 


1  Comhined  death  rate  from  heart  disease  and  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 


Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Figures. 


Sowerby 

Bridge 

Urban 

District 

■Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

Urban 

Districts 

West 

Riding 

.Admin. 

County 

England 
&  Wales 
(Provis¬ 
ional 
figures) 

J)IRT11  IvATh: 

(per  1,000  estimated  population)  ... 

15-8 

15-9 

16-3 

15-8 

Dea'i'ii  Rates 

fall  [)er  1,000  estimated  population) 
All  Causes... 

14-0 

12-4 

1P8 

1P6 

Infective  cC  Parasitic  Diseases 

0-21 

0-10 

0-10 

** 

d'ubercLilosis  of  Respiratory 
System  ... 

0-32 

0-26 

0-26 

0-32 

Other  Forms  of  d'uberculosis  ... 

Nil 

0-04 

0-04 

0-04 

Respiratory  Diseases  tfexcludin^' 
tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system)  ... 

P37 

P26 

P18 

** 

Cancer 

P68 

P94 

P83 

P99 

Heart  and  Circulator}'  Diseases  J 

5d5 

4-66 

4-39 

** 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
nervous  system... 

2-31 

170 

P59 

** 

IxFAXT  Mortality 
(Deaths  under  one  year  [ler  1,000 
live  births)  ... 

23 

33 

35 

30 

M  A  T  E  R  X  A  L  M  0  R  T  A  L I T  Y 
fDeaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth  per 
1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Puei'iieral  Sepsis  ... 

Nit 

()'95 

0-98 

0-86 

Combiiietl  death  rate  from  syphilitic  diseases,  acute  poliomyelitis,  racuinH'ococcal 
infections,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough,  and  other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases. 

I  Combined  death  rate  from  influenza,  bronclutis,  pneumotiia,  and  other  respiratory 
diseases,  excluding  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system, 

t  Comhined  death  rate  from  heart  disease  and  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 

Figures  not  available. 
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SECTION  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


(a)  Hospitals. 

riiere  is  no  hospital  in  So\verl)y  Bridge.  Patients  requiring 
hospital  treatment  are  referred  as  a  rule  t(3  hospitals  under  the 
administration  of  the  Halifax  Area  Hospitals  Management 
Committee  (Xmtional  Health  Service).  Included  in  this  group 
are  the  Halifax  Ceneral  Htjspital,  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary, 
vSt.  John’s  Hospital  (for  the  aged  and  chronic  sick),  Shelf 
Sanatorium,  Northowram  Hosfiital  for  Infectious  Diseases, 
'rodmorden  hdelden  Hospital  (for  long  stay  medical  cases  in 
children),  and  d'odmorden  Stanslield  \de\v  Hos})ital  (for  mental 
defectives). 

Maternity  beds  are  avaihible  at  both  the  Halifax  General 
and  Roval  Inhrmarv.  Prioritv  in  booking  is  given  to  abnormal 
cases,  mothers  expecting  their  first  child,  and  mothers  with 
unsatisfactory  home  conditions. 

S[iecial  hospitals  (e.g.  Mental  1  losjiitals,  s[)ecial  Orthopyedic 
Hos[)itals,  fuberculosis  .Sanatoria,  etc.)  outside  the  Halifax  area 
are  available  when  required  ;  they  are  situated  in  various  partb 
of  the  so-called  “  Leeds  Hospitals  Region  ”  which  in  fact  extends 
into  all  three  Ridings. 


(b)  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

d'he  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  home  nursing 
and  midwifery  services  in  Sow'erby  Bridge.  'There  were  four 
full-time  Home  Nurses  and  four  full-time  Midwives  employed  in 
1950.  'ILvo  of  the  Home  Nurses  and  two  of  the  Midvvi ves,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  work  wholly  in  the  Sowerby  Bridge  area,  having 
duties  in  other  parts  of  the  Divisional  Area. 
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(c)  Ambulance  Facilities. 


'File  County  Ainbuhiiice  Service  (Divisional  Depot  at 
iC'ighoLise  —  telephone  Ihagliouse  S40j  covers  lliis  district. 
Arrangements  also  exist  with  the  Halifax  Coinitv  Forough 
Health  Department  for  the  use  of  their  ambulances  for  the 
transfer  of  patients  to  and  from  their  hospitals  in  Halifax. 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  (see  following  page;. 

(e)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

d'hese  are  jn'ovided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Services  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministrv  of  Health)  at  laborat{jries  in  Mhikelield  and  Bradford. 


(f)  Issue  of  Anti-toxin,  etc. 

Su[)plies  of  di[ditheria  and  tetanus  anti-toxin  are  available 
at  the  Halifax  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Halifax  General 
Hospital  for  issue  to  medical  practitioners  requiring  it.  B\ 
arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  sup])lies  are 
also  kept  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  The  Medical  Centre, 
Todmorden,  for  the  use  of  local  medical  [iractitioners  who  have 
undertaken  to  [larticipate  in  the  West  Riding  County  Council’s 
scheme  of  immunisation. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Allan  House,  Sowerby  Bridge.  At  any  Minor  Ailments  or  Welfare  Clinics, 
The  Institute,  Luddenden  Foot.  or  by  arrangenient  with  Medical  Oilicer. 


SECTION  III. 

W.R.C.C.  PREVENTIVE  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(a)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Sowerby  Bridge  and  Luddenden  Foot 
Ante-Natal  Clinics, 

Xumber  of  ex[)ectant  inotliers  attending  during  the  year  89 
d’otal  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  306 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Xumber  of  children  seen  by  doctor  during  the  year  ...  1571 
d'otal  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  2959 

Home  Visiting  of  Infants, 

dh)ial  number  of  births  to  .Sowerbv  13ridge  mothers  ...  300 

Xumber  of  first  visits  to  children  under  1  year  ...  242 

d'otal  number  of  visits  to  children  under  1  year  ...  823 

d'otal  number  ol'  visits  to  children  aged  1  -  5  years  ...  849 

Day  Nursery  Accommodation. 

d'here  is  a  Day  X^ursery  situated  on  the  Beech  Recreation 
(iround  to  which  Sowerby  Bridge  and  Ripponden  children 
may  be  admitted,  priority  for  admission  being  granted 
according  to  the  following  categories  :  — 

CO  O  O 

(a)  r  he  YOLiiig  child  whose  motlier  is  ill  or  having  a  baby- 
lb)  d'he  illegitimate  child  whose  mother  is  seeking  work. 

(c)  Children  of  [larents  who  cannot  find  suitable  homes  or 
are  living  in  overcrowded  and/or  insanitarv  dwellings. 

(d)  I'  he  young  child  of  the  widow  who  must  eductite  and 
su[)port  the  family  unassisted,  and  also  the  young  child 
of  the  mother  whose  husband  is  ill. 

Where  vacancies  still  remain  after  the  above  categories  have 
been  dealt  with  priority  is  then  given  to  mothers  engaged  in 
the  textile  industry. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

Special  equipment  and  nursing  staff  is  available  for  use  in 
the  home  in  cases  requiring  them. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

I'hese  are  provided  free  to  mothers  preparing  for  confine¬ 
ment  in  their  own  homes. 

(b)  Midwifery  Service. 

Number  of  home  confinements  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

XXimber  of  hospital  confinements  ...  ...  ...  240 

Analgesia. —  I'he  Sowerby  Bridge  midwives  are  trained  in 
the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  are  provided 
with  the  necessary  equipment.  Analgesia  is  available  to 
all  mothers  desiring  it  subject  to  satisfactory  medical 
examination  by  a  doctor.  It  is  hoped  that  more  mothers 
will  make  use  of  this  valuable  service. 
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(c)  H  ome  Nursing  Service. — See  Section  II. 

(d)  Ambulance  Service.  -See  Section  II. 

(e)  Health  Visiting. 

'riie  duties  of  the  lieallh  \dsitor  are  combined  with  those 
of  School  Xiirse.  In  pursuance  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  the  scope  of  this  service  includes  home  visitiipq'  for  the 
purpose  of  .r^ivinii'  advice  as  to  the  care  of  children,  and  |)ersons 
(includiiif;'  adults)  sufferin<>'  from  illness,  and  of  expectant  and 
nursing  motheis.  The  Health  \dsitor  also  gives  advice  in  the 
home  as  to  measures  necessary  tc")  jmevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

(f)  Home  Helps. 

d'lie  recruitment  of  suitable  women  to  be  Home  Helps  again 
jiroved  to  be  very  difficult.  During  1950,  20  cases  were  attended 
by  Home  Helps  as  compared  with  six  cases  the  previous  year, 
and  the  total  number  of  hours  worked  was  1,925. 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
County  Council  provide  domestic  help  for  households  “  where 
such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is 
ill,  lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a 
child  not  over  compulsory  school  age.” 

( )f  the  20  cases  attended  in  1950,  Home  Helps  were  j)rovided 
for  the  following  reasons: — 3  illness,  6  lying-in,  .1  expectant 
mother,  1  mentally  defective,  and  9  aged. 

(g)  Care  and  After  Care. 

Special  provisions  are  in  operation  for  the  care  and  after 
care  of  [latients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  mental  illness  or 
defect,  venereal  disease,  and  other  illnesses. 

(h)  School  Health  Service. 

Number  of  schools  in  district  ...  ...  .  18 

Number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  at  end  of  1950  2658 
Number  of  children  examined  at  school  during  1950  ...  1233 

this  figure  being  made  up  as  follows  :  — 

Routine  examinations  ...  ...  ...  825 

Additional  children  specially  examined 

at  request  of  parent  ...  ...  7 

Re-examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  401 

Number  of  children  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  105 
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(i)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Ill  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
iinnuinisatioii  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  small- 
1K)X  may  be  done  either  at  the  clinic  or  by  the  family  doctor. 


Number  of  children  in  Sowerby  Bridge  who  had  completed 
a  full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  to  31,12.50, 

5  10  d'otal 

Age  at  31.12.50.  Under  1  2  3  4  to  to  under 

i.e.  born  in  vear.  1  9  14  15 

u  _ _ _ _ _ 

No.  immunised  92  186  189  169  260  1061  1036  2993 

Total 

Estimated  mid-year  0  to  4  yrs.  5  to  14  yrs.  under  15 
po[Hdation  1567  2216  3783 


Number  of  children  in  Sowerby  Bridge  who  completed 
a  full  course  of  Immunisation  1950. 

Age  0-1  1  2  3  4  3  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14 

l^egan  and 

completed  92  68  36  1 1  7  6  4  5  9  11  3  3  -  -  - 

injections  1950 

'Fotal  ...  255 


Immunised  in 

previous  years  _  _  _  -  6  30  40  25  20  29  27  19  -  -  - 

re-treated  1950 

dotal  ...  196 
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SECTION  IV. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Summary  of  Notifications  received  in  year  1950. 

Total  Cases 

Disease.  Notified. 


Scarlet  fever 

. . .  59 

Whooping  cough 

...  163 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

2 

Measles 

...  185 

Diphtheria 

— 

Acute  pneumonia 

...  10 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

Acute  enceijhalitis 

— 

Rnteric  or  'Typhoid  fever 

.  ,  . - 

Krysipelas  . . . 

5 

M  e  n  i  n  g(  icacca  1  i  n  f  ect  i  on 

1 

Food  poisoning  ... 

— 

l^uerperal  pyrexia 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

Pulmonarv  tuberculosis 

...  24 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8 

457 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  1950  are  given  in 
detail  in  the  following  table  :  — 


\  op 

Period 

New 

Cases 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

p. 

0 

-  1 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

-  5 

1 

— 

? 

— 

5 

'  10 

— 

— 

2 

— 

10 

-  15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

-  20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20 

'  25 

— 

4 

- — 

— 

25 

-  35 

3 

2 

— 

1 

35 

-  45 

--- 

1 

— 

1 

45 

-  55 

6 

— 

— 

— 

55 
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'There  were  six  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1950. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1950 


lo  THE  CtiAlRMAX  AND  MeAIBERS  OF  THE  I’UBLIC  HeALTH 

Committee  of  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby  Bridge. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  very  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  fourteenth 
Annual  Report  on  (a)  The  Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Area,  (b) 
The  Housing  Conditions,  including  Overcrowding,  (c)  The  Inspect¬ 
ion  and  Supervision  of  Food,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1950,  and  for  the  Cleansing  Department  for  the  year  ending 
3 1st  March,  1951. 

As  in  previous  years,  I  have  endeavoured  to  set  out  clearly 
and  concisely  the  activities  of  the  Department  during  the  year, 
giving  the  general  position  under  each  sub-heading. 

The  work  of  the  Department  covers  a  great  variety  of 
subjects,  all  directly  concerned  with  the  prevention  of  disease, 
and  has  during  the  year  endeavoured  to  deal  with  the  essentials 
of  Public  Health  by  improving  the  basic  conditions  which  are 
necessary  to  the  promotion  of  good  health. 

There  has,  over  the  years,  been  much  talk,  and  quite  an 
amount  of  successful  work  done  by  both  Medical  Officers  and  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspectors  in  setting  up  Codes  of  Practise  for  Food  Preparing 
Establishments,  Clean  Food  Guilds  and  the  like,  all  being  very 
commendable.  Unfortunately,  in  Sowerby  Bridge  there  has,  up 
to  now,  been  little  time  for  such  Organisations,  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  having  been  spent  in  endeavouring  to  improve  the 
sanitary  and  housing  conditions  generally.  To  attain  this  end, 
a  consideration  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  inspection 
of  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  out-districts,  where  the  inadequate 
and  polluted  water  supplies  are  being  tackled  in  a  vigorous 
manner,  and  where,  in  the  not  too  far  distant  future  it  is  hoped  to 
provide  the  entire  area  with  a  piped  supply  of  wholesome  water, 


25 


public  or  private,  together  with  improved  washing  facilities  and 
sanitary  accommodation  on  the  water  carriage  system.  This  is 
taking  time,  but  the  general  conditions  are  slowly  but  very  surely 
improving.  Thus,  the  essentials  are  being  provided  to  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  well  built  properties  in  the  more  rural  areas 
which  lacked  these  necessities.  Although  this  work  does  not 
always  bring  the  properties  up  to  the  standard  set  out  in  the 
Housing  IManual,  it  is  a  definite  step  forward,  and  a  useful 
contribution  towards  the  Housing  Programme.  Whilst  we  have 
in  our  midst  these  unsatisfactory  conditions,  I  feel  that  to 
organise  Food  Guilds  and  the  like  would  not  be  putting  “  First 
things  First.” 

I  do  not  wish  to  imply  that  such  work  on  Food  Hygiene  is 
ineffectual,  far  from  it,  I  consider  it  very  necessary,  but 
whilst  the  aforementioned  conditions  exist,  I  at  least  am 
satisfied  if  the  food  preparing  and  catering  establishments  generally 
comply  with  the  requirements  set  out  in  Section  13,  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  together  with  the  general  conditions  of  the 
“  Clean  Food  Byelaws.”  In  visiting  the  food  preparing  establish¬ 
ments,  of  which  detailed  reports  have  already  been  submitted, 
1  have  found  that  the  majority  of  food  handlers  are  very  conscious  of 
their  responsibilities  to  the  public  and  accordingly  face  up  to 
them. 

The  regular  inspection  of  the  food  establishments  is  essential, 
but  I  feel  that  satisfactory  conditions  in  the  homes  and  in  the 
schools  are  also  essential,  and  should  receive  priority,  and  it  is 
with  this  end  in  view  that  the  inspections  of  the  district  are 
carried  out. 

May  I,  before  closing,  refer  very  briefly  to  the  housing 
conditions  which,  in  many  of  the  more  congested  parts  of  the 
district  require  urgent  attention,  and  these  black  spots,  which 
exist  not  only  in  Sowerby  Bridge,  but  also  in  the  surrounding 
areas,  require  tackling  in  a  vigorous  manner.  Only  clearance  or 
re-development  is  the  solution  for  such  properties,  which  have 
now  outlived  their  usefulness.  Unfortunately,  such  schemes  will 
have  to  be  kept  in  abeyance  temporarily,  until  the  position  of 
alternative  housing  accommodation  is  brighter. 
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In  conclusion,  may  I  record  my  appreciation  of  the  interest 
shown  by  my  Chairman,  Mr.  Ccr.  C.  G.  Hopkinson,  in  the  work 
ap[)ertaining  to  the  Health  Department,  and  also  to  the  Health 
Committee,  for  their  unfailing  courtesy  and  valuable  assistance 
at  all  times.  The  assistance  and  guidance  so  readily  given  by  the 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  J.  Lyons,  is  deeply  appreciated.  My  appreci¬ 
ation  is  also  due  to  the  work  of  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  J.  Holmes,  to  the  Clerical  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  together  with  the  Foreman  and  Staff  of  the  Cleansing 
Department,  who  carry  out  their  arduous  tasks  in  such  an  efficient 
manner.  In  addition,  I  should  like  to  thank  all  the  Officials  of 
the  Council,  who  have  so  kindly  co-operated  in  supplying  general 
information  for  this  Report. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  FOSTER, 

A.M.I.S.E.,  M.S.I.A., 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


October,  1951. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 

Public  Supply. 

Tlie  public  water  supply,  which  is  distributed  throughout  the 
major  part  of  the  district  by  the  District  Council,  continues  to  give 
satisfaction.  Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  have  been 
obtained  at  various  points,  and  the  results  have  been  highly  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  Waterworks  Department  have  carried  out  the  extension 
of  the  main  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  details  being  as 
follows  : — 

Kershaw  House  site — 567  yards  of  3in.  main  ;  Butts  Green — 
436  yards  of  3in.  main  ;  Woodlands,  Triangle — 32  yards  of  3in. 
main.  The  extension  at  Kershaw  House  is  in  readiness  for  the 
proposed  building  scheme. 

The  water  supply  to  the  Norland  area  still  continues  to  give 
satisfaction,  and  there  has  been  no  complaint  throughout  the  year 
relative  to  any  insufficiency.  .\  small  portion  of  Triangle  is  supplied 
from  the  Ripponden  Urban  Area,  and  this  again  has  proved  satis¬ 
factory,  both  regarding  suitability  and  sufficiency. 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  also  for  lead 
content  have  proved  quite  satisfactory. 

Pkivatk  Supplils. 

The  private  water  supplies  of  the  district  have  been  one  of  the 
main  concerns  of  the  Department  during  the  year,  and  a  tremend¬ 
ous  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  in  preliminar}'  works,  surveys 
and  sampling  of  the  majority  of  these.  One  can  understand  the 
magnitude  of  this  work  when  more  than  2,000  houses  are  dependent 
upon  these.  They  vary  greatly  in  size,  some  supplying  between 
50  and  200  houses,  whilst  others  cover  only  isolated  groups  of 
property.  All  are  important,  but  greater  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  larger  supplies,  and  more  especially  where  the  town’s  main 
has  been  in  close  proximity,  thus  providing  a  suitable  immediate 
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alternative.  This,  however,  does  not  suggest  that  those  in  the 
more  remote  parts  have  been  neglected  ;  on  the  contrary,  these 
have  also  been  grouped  for  attention,  but  in  the  absence  of  a  suit¬ 
able  alternative,  efforts  have  been  made  to  safeguard  supplies  prior 
to  reconstruction.  Approximately  70%  of  the  private  supplies  are 
unsatisfactory,  either  due  to  an  inadequate  supply,  or  alternatively 
are  unwholesome. 

Fortunately,  there  has  not  been  any  direct  evidence  of  any 
serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease.  The  contamination  in  most 
cases  is  of  such  a  nature  that  outbreaks  are  possible,  and  conse¬ 
quently  these  unsatisfactory  supplies  must  be  dealt  with  as 
expeditiously  as  possible. 

This  does  not  mean  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  to 
condemn  the  private  supplies  out  of  hand,  but  they  are  deeply 
concerned  with  the  ever  increasing  number  of  these  supplies 
becoming  unwholesome  or  inadequate,  and  it  is  felt  that  if  the 
sanitary  conditions  generally  are  to  be  improved,  then  one  of  the 
first  essentials  is  to  secure  a  suitable  and  sufficient  piped  water  supply. 

hlany  private  supplies  in  the  district  have  been  overhauled 
and  reconstructed,  with  very  satisfying  results.  Unfortunately, 
there  are  others  where  the  result  has  not  been  so  satisfactory.  It  is 
the  aim  of  the  Council  to  see  that  houses  throughf)ut  the  district  are 
adeciuately  provided  with  a  wholesome  piped  water  supply, 
irrespective  of  whether  it  is  public  or  private.  Certain  parts  of  the 
area  are  not  adequately  covered  by  the  town’s  main,  and  it  may  be 
some  considerable  time  before  such  works  can  be  commenced.  In 
these  instances,  every  effort  is  being  made  to  safeguard  existing 
supplies. 

Although  INIidgley  is  not  provided  with  a  town’s  main,  and  is 
served  almost  entirely  by  private  water  supplies,  it  is  felt  that  many 
of  these,  especially  those  in  the  upper  parts,  can  be  made  whole¬ 
some,  provided  that  they  are  entirely  reconstructed  and  piped  from 
the  source,  which  usually  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  moor.  Negotiations 
have  been  proceeding  for  some  considerable  time  with  the  owners 
of  certain  supplies,  on  the  lines  suggested,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
few  obstacles  still  remaining  will  very  soon  be  overcome,  and  these 
works  of  reconstruction  commenced  shortly. 
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Similar  conditions  exist  in  xMill  Bank,  but  unlike  Midgley,  it 
IS  felt  that  many  of  the  private  supplies  cannot  be  reconstructed  to 
satisfy  present  day  requirements,  and  it  is  hoped  to  review  the 
position  during  the  coming  year. 

During  the  year  some  315  samples  of  water  have  been 
obtained,  of  which  190  were  unsatisfactory.  Details  of  the  samp¬ 
ling  of  the  private  supplies  throughout  the  area  are  set  out  below  : — 


1  )i.strict 

Ikicterifjlogici 

1  ICxamination 

Sat. 

U/Sat. 

Snsp. 

Total 

Sowerby  Bridge 

5 

1 

— 

6 

Luddenden  Foot 

10 

37 

20 

67 

Midgley 

38 

32 

20 

90 

Sowerbv 

5 

13 

? 

20 

Triangle  and 

Mill  Bank 

27 

33 

14 

74 

Norland 

40 

/ 

11 

58 

Totals 

125 

123 

67 

315 

Bluinbo-Solvencv  -  4,  Satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

With  a  view  to  improving  the  sanitary  conditions  generally, 
the  more  rural  areas  have  been  surveyed,  and  detailed  reports 
prepared,  and  presented  to  the  Council,  resulting  in  recommend¬ 
ations  being  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  Department  for  the 
preparation  of  sewerage  schemes  for  the  many  properties  which 
are  unable  to  carry  out  such  improvements  by  the  lack  of  an 
adequate  sewer. 

The  main  areas  concerned  were  parts  of  Midgley,  including 
(a)  Tray  Koyd ;  (b)  Dean  House.  In  the  Mill  Bank  area,  the 

un-sewered  portion  from  Upper  Deerplay  to  Rawson  Farm  and 
Cottages  ;  at  Norland,  the  whole  of  the  properties  from  the  Holiday 
Home,  connecting  to  the  existing  sewer  at  New  Longley,  and  the 
extension  of  this  sewer  to  the  main  sewer  in  Sowerby  Bridge  ; 
in  the  Sowerby  area,  the  provision  of  adequate  sewerage  from 
Steep  Lane,  down  Shield  Hall  Lane  to  Pinfold.  This  will  enable 
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many  of  the  properties  to  have  ati  adequate  sewer  available,  and 
allow  for  further  conversions,  and  the  general  improvement  of  the 
sanitary  conditions.  It  will  also  remove  sources  of  contamination 
to  certain  existing  water  supi:)lies. 

During  the  year  the  sewer  to  Tray  K’oyd,  Midgley,  was  com¬ 
pleted,  and  155  yards  of  Gin.  sewer  was  laid  to  this  property. 

As  a  result  of  both  routine  and  general  inspection,  quite 
a  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  completed  in  the  extension, 
overhaul  and  reconstruction  of  defective  drainage  systems,  whilst 
the  minor  defects  which  have  been  rei:)orted  from  time  to  time  have 
been  examined  and  remedied.  Where  there  are  sexeral  owners 
involved,  the  Department  has  continued  to  carry  out  this  work  and 
allocate  the  cost  according  to  user.  All  major  works  of  recon¬ 
struction  and  extension  to  existing  drainage  systems  have  been 
subjected  to  the  water  test. 

Details  relative  to  the  inspections  and  tests  are  set  out 
separately  in  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  sewage  disposal  work's  at  Milner  Royd,  Sowerby  Rridge, 
and  High  Royd,  Luddendeu  Foot,  continue  to  give  satisfaction, 
no  comjdaints  being  received  from  the  Rivers  Hoard  relative  to  the 
effluent.  The  disposal  works  were  designed  solely  for  the  reception 
of  domestic  sewage,  and  it  has  been  observed  that  the  trade  effluent 
referred  to  in  the  1948  report  is  continuing  to  be  received.  A  scheme 
for  the  treatment  of  the  trade  effluent  throughout  the  area  is  being 
considered  by  both  the  Luddenden  Foot  Joint  Sewerage  Board  and 
the  Council,  in  order  that  schemes  may  be  prepared  for  the 
reception  and  treatment  of  trade  effluent. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  Department  has  continued  during  the  year  with  the 
conversion  of  the  more  primitive  types  of  sanitary  accommodation 
to  the  water  carriage  system.  The  whole  of  this  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  negotiation  with  the  owners  in  question,  and  the 
Council  have  agreed  to  pay  a  grant  of  Os.  Od.  per  conversion 
as  an  incentive. 


31 


'J'he  majority  of  the  conversions  have  now  taken  place,  but 
witli  the  proposed  extension  of  the  sewer  in  many  of  the  areas, 
together  with  the  reconstruction  of  many  water  supplies,  and  the 
extension  of  town’s  main,  it  is  hoped  in  tlie  future  to  continue  with 
the  general  improvement  of  the  sanitary  conditions. 

'I'he  number  of  pails  has  again  been  reduced  over  the  year  to 
655,  a  reduction  of  17.  The  number  of  privies  in  the  area  now 
total  51,  showing  a  reduction  of  9.  There  are  no  ashpits  in  exist¬ 
ence  in  the  Urban  Area,  d'he  number  of  waste  water  closets  is 
still  being  reduced,  and  there  are  now  only  14  of  these  in  the  area. 
A  number  of  long  and  short  hopper  basins  have  been  removed  and 
the  wash  down  pedestal  provided.  These  have  not  been  included 
in  the  number  of  conversions  in  the  area.  There  were  37  closets 
other  than  privies  reconstructed  in  1950  as  W.C.’s,  whilst  an 
additional  10  W.C.’s  were  provided  for  old  properties. 

The  total  number  of  houses  now  on  the  water  carriage  system 
throughout  the  area  is  84%.  Unfortunately,  this  is  not  all  separate 
accommodation,  as  many  of  the  terraced  houses  have  joint  sanitary 
accommodation.  This  is  very  objectionable,  and  causes  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  trouble,  but  owing  to  lack  of  space  both  at  the 
present  accommodation  and  in  the  houses,  which  in  the  majority  of 
cases  are  back  to  back,  very  little  can  be  done  regarding  the 
provision  of  separate  sanitary  accommodation.  We  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  every  house  has  separate  accommodation,  but  at 
the  present  time  the  Department  is  concentrating  on  providing  the 
water  carriage  system  to  as  many  of  the  properties  in  the  district 
as  possible. 


The  types  of  accommodation  in  the  Urban  Area  at  the  end  of 
the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

Ashpits 

lA'iangde  and  Mill  Bank 

75 

13 

Stiwerby  Bridge . 

34 

— 

— 

Norland  ... 

130 

7 

Sowerby  and  Blackwood 

163 

26 

— 

Imddenden  F’t  (inc.  Butts  Green) 

153 

Midgley . 

100 

5 

— 

Totals  . . . 

655 

51 

— 
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Public  Cleansing. 


The  Public  Health  J^epartnient  continues  to  be  responsible 
for  the  collection  of  house  refuse,  including  the  cleansing  of  pails 
and  privies,  and  the  collection  of  trade  and  market  refuse,  whilst  the 
Salvage  Department  continues  its  activities  on  a  gradually  increas¬ 
ing  scale.  The  Department  has  previously  been  responsible  only 
for  part  of  the  refuse  disposal,  the  remainder  being  under  the 
Surveyor  and  Engineer,  who  was  responsible  for  the  refuse  dest¬ 
ructor  plant.  This  has  now  been  discontinued,  and  the  Department 
has  taken  over  the  entire  disposal  of  house  refuse,  including  the 
two  controlled  tips  at  Aiilner  Royd  and  Daisy  Bank. 

Refuse  Collection. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Department  was  re-organised, 
in  order  to  obtain  as  far  as  possible  the  weekly  collection  through¬ 
out  the  area.  It  has  been  possible  now  to  arrange  for  some  80% 
of  the  area  to  be  cleansed  weekly,  whilst  all  the  pails  of  the 
district  receive  weekly  attention.  Only  the  out-districts  are  now 
on  a  fortnightly  collection. 

In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  the  very  unsatisfactory  use  of 
the  communal  ashbin.  I'hese  have  always  been  attended  to  on  a 
weekly  basis,  but  unfortunately  there  is  little  improvement.  There 
is  a  considerable  amount  of  additional  work  in  the  cleansing  of 
these,  owing  to  the  overspill  in  the  ashbin  places,  which  is  due  to 
the  carelessness  of  many  of  the  users,  as  immediately  the  first  bin 
is  full,  the  others  are  not  brought  into  use,  but  the  refuse  just  piled 
up,  causing  not  only  vermin,  but  rodent  infestation  in  many  instances. 
It  only  requires  a  little  thought  and  consideration,  for  this  difficult 
problem  to  have  a  very  speedy  solution. 

The  facilities  offered  to  many  of  the  people  of  the  district 
regarding  the  removal  of  garden  refuse  have  not  been  abused,  and 
the  scheme  has  been  greatly  appreciated.  Large  quantities  of 
garden  refuse  are  still  collected  by  the  Engineer’s  Department  from 
the  dumps  on  the  Council’s  Estates,  resulting  in  very  little  of  this 
type  of  refuse  finding  its  way  into  the  bins  on  these  estates. 
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Details  of  the  work  of  each  vehicle  are  set  out  as  follows  :  - 


Vehicles 

Ashhins 

.Vslipits 

hails 

Loads 

Tons  Cwt# 

S.  cC'  D. 

Xo.  5 

104,230 

— 

— 

708 

2,148 

10 

Kanicr 

Xo.  6 

30,605 

50 

— 

1,156 

1,340 

12 

Bedford 

Xo.  7 

83,507 

10 

— 

1,129 

1,864 

") 

P)edford 

Xo.  8 

4,875 

130 

31,463 

861 

1,502 

0 

T 

otals  ... 

223,227 

196 

31,463 

3,854 

6,864 

5 

Municipal  Ashbin  Scheme. 

'khe  Municipal  Ashbin  Scheme  which  was  brought  into 
operation  on  1st  January,  1949,  has  continued  to  work  quite  satis¬ 
factorily.  During  the  year  some  461  bins  were  provided  free  of 
charge,  whilst  in  order  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  scheme 
72  have  been  charged  for,  and  will  in  the  future  be  replaced  and 
maintained  by  the  Council.  In  order  to  obtain  certain  of  these  bins 
it  was  necessary  to  serve  21  formal  notices  under  Section  75  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  In  all  instances,  the  notices  were  served 
upon  the  owners  of  the  properties,  no  appeals  being  forthcoming. 
In  12  instances,  the  bins  were  provided  by  the  Council  upon 
application  from  the  owner,  and  in  9  cases  the  Council  provided  the 
bins  in  default.  In  only  one  instance  was  there  any  difficulty  in 
the  recovery  of  the  expenses  incurred,  and  this  matter  was  settled 
immediately  prior  to  Court  Action.  In  addition,  52  sanitary  pails 
were  provided  free  of  charge,  10  being  charged  for. 


Details  of  the  costs  of  the  Municipal  Ashbin  Scheme  are  set 
out  below  ; — 


Costs  of  Ashbins  supplied  during 

£ 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

the  year  ... 

687 

13 

6 

Costs  of  Pails  supplied  during  the 

year 

47 

0 

8 

— 

— 

734 

14 

2 

Bins  Charged  for 

101 

6 

6 

Pails  Charged  for 

13 

4 

9 

— 

— 

114 

10 

8 

Costs  of  Municipal  Ashbin  Scheme  . 

,  , 

,  , 

620 

3 

6 
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I  he  total  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  for  the  year  ending  31st  INIarch,  1951,  is  approximately 
£5617,  including  salv’age,  and  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 
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Details  of  Loan  Charges  for  vehicles,  etc.  have  not  been  included  in  this  statement. 


Transport. 

With  the  weekly  collection  bein^  brought  into  operation  almost 
throughout  the  area,  it  has  been  possible  to  continue  with  four 
vehicles,  with  a  slight  addition  of  labour.  Owing  to  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  t)ails,  the  amount  of  time  has  been  cut  down  to 
four  days,  thus  allowing  a  little  extra  time  on  privies  and  trade 
refuse. 


The  details  of  the  transport  operated  by  the  Department  are 
set  out  as  follows  :  — 


Xo. 

.Make 

Yc'ar  of 

1  ’iirrhas(' 

Cai)ac’ity 

.Service 

3 

S.  tX  1 ).  .Moveable 

1939 

16 

CLi.  vards 

Ashbiiis 

]*'  loor 

6 

Ivarrier  Bantam 

BH6 

/ 

CLi.  vards 

.Vslibhis,  Salv’ge 

cX  d'rade  Refuse 

/ 

Ifedford  7 

BH7 

r- 

/ 

CLi.  yards 

.Vshbins 

S 

Bedford  8 

BH9 

7 

CLI.  yards 

Pai Is  and  Pits 

As  mentioned  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  S.D.  5  rear  load¬ 
ing  moveable  floor  was  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  year  end,  and  in 
view  of  the  district  to  be  cleansed,  it  was  suggested  that  a  .similar 
vehicle  should  be  obtained,  or  alternatively  a  ground  rear  loading 
vehicle,  as  the  side  loaders  present  difficulties  on  the  housing  estates, 
especially  in  the  narrow  passages.  With  these  conditions  in  mind, 
firms  specialising  in  the  ground  rear  loading  semi-automatic  pack¬ 
ing  vehicles  were  invited  to  demonstrate  in  the  area.  Four  vehicles 
of  this  type  were  demonstrated,  and  results  carefully  compared,  and 
after  careful  consideration,  it  was  decided  to  replace  the  S.D. 
moveable  floor  vehicle,  which  has  given  extremely  good  service  for 
the  past  twelve  years,  with  the  S.D.  fore  and  aft  tipper,  which  will 
come  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1951. 

The  vehicles  generally  are  continuing  to  give  satisfaction,  but 
in  order  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  Karrier  6,  purchased  1946,  and 
the  Bedford  7,  purchased  1947,  it  is  hoped  to  have  these  overhauled 
in  the  coming  year. 

The  vehicles  continue  to  be  serviced  at  local  garages,  and 
the  position  generally  is  satisfactory.  The  vehicles  must  of 
necessity  be  off  the  road  for  short  periods,  whilst  the  repairs  are 
being  affected,  but  by  arrangement,  this  has  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 
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The  cleansing  continues  to  be  carried  out  with  specially 
designed  vehicles,  in  order  to  cut  down  the  dust  nuisance  to  an 
absolute  minimum. 

Storage. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  is  a  continued  reduction  in  the 
number  of  privies  and  pails  in  the  district.  The  comparative 
figures  for  the  year  are  set  out  below' : — 


Year 

1 

Pail  Closets 

7 

Privies 

J 

Ash  Pits 

4 

Ash  Bins 

5 

1947 

694 

82 

— 

6124 

1948 

683 

72 

— 

6153 

1949 

672 

60 

— 

6174 

1950 

655 

51 

— 

6197 

The  sanitary  conditions  in  the  district  continue  to  be  improved, 
and  with  the  extension  of  town’s  water  and  the  reconstruction  of 
private  water  supplies,  together  with  the  extension  of  the  sew^er,  it 
is  hoped  that  further  improvements  in  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the 
outlying  districts  whll  be  effected  shortly,  further  reducing  the 
figures  in  columns  2  and  3. 

Trade  Refu  se. 

The  trade  refuse  of  the  district  continues  to  receive  regular 
weekly  attention,  with  the  exception  of  the  vegetable  refuse  which 
is  removed  three  times  per  week.  The  market  is  attended  to 
immediately  after  the  tw'o  market  days. 

The  amount  of  trade  refuse  removed  during  the  year  totals 
some  151  tons,  bringing  in  a  revenue  of  approximately  ^42  Os.  Od. 

The  previous  arrangement  of  the  cleansing  of  one  bin  free  of 
charge  continues,  with  the  charge  of  6d.  for  each  additional  bin. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  entire  disposal  of  house  refuse  has  now  been  handed  over 
to  the  Cleansing  Department,  and  is  carried  out  entirely  on  a 
controlled  tipping  basis. 

The  negotiations  have  now  been  completed  for  the  additional 
land  at  Milner  Royd,  and  the  extension  of  this  tip  will  begin 
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almost  immediately.  The  tip  at  Daisy  Bank  continues  to  be 
worked  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Once  again  there  has  been  a  very  severe  rat  infestation  at 
Milner  Royd  tip,  but  again  this  has  been  successfully  dealt  with. 
In  addition  there  has  also  been  a  slight  infestation  of  crickets, 
which  has  also  been  dealt  with  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The 
cause  of  the  latter  infestation  was  due  to  severe  infestations  being 
brought  to  the  tip  in  works  clinker.  Daisy  Bank  tip  has  been 
comparatively  free  from  any  serious  infestation,  although  the  tip 
has  been  treated  as  a  routine  measure  for  rat  infestation.  Both 
tips  have  been  suitably  treated  with  an  approved  insecticide,  which 
has  helped  considerably  in  the  eradication  and  prevention  of 
infestations. 


Salvage. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  difficulty  with 
the  disposal  of  the  salvaged  materials  sorted  from  the  tip  face,  and 
also  that  collected  on  the  rounds.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
there  was  again  an  outcry  for  the  salvaging  of  all  waste  paper,  the 
efforts  of  the  Department  were  concentrated  in  this  direction,  which 
resulted  in  a  gradual  improvement.  This  was  partly  due  to  the 
implementation  by  the  Council  as  and  from  the  1st  January,  1950, 
of  a  bonus  scheme.  This  scheme  is  to  be  tried  for  twelve  months, 
and  reviewed  at  the  end  of  that  period.  The  scheme  generally  is 
that  the  basic  figure  of  13  tons  per  month  should  be  obtained,  and 
all  paper  over  and  above  that  amount  should  go  for  bonus  purposes. 
The  money  received  for  this  additional  amount  to  be  equally 
divided  between  the  employees  and  the  Council,  the  bonus  to  be 
paid  during  Wakes  week  and  at  Christmas  time. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  entire  output  of  waste  paper  was 
forwarded  to  Thames  Board  Mills,  as  per  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  gradual  increase  in  the  prices  over 
the  previous  year.  The  amount  of  paper  collected  showed  an 
increase  of  some  3  tons  over  the  year,  with  an  increase  of  some 
£\^1  Os.  Od.  in  value.  The  waste  food  collections  showed  a 
substantial  decrease. 
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The  details  of  the  sale  of  residuals,  together  with  the  revenue, 
are  set  out  below  : — 


Materials  Salvaged. 

Waste  Paper 
Waste  Food 
Ferrous  Metal 
Non-Ferrous  Metal 
Textiles  ... 


Total 


T.  C.  Q. 
158  6  0 

51  15  0 

4  10  2 

19  1 

1  3 


215  12  2 


£  s.  d. 

1064  12  1 

142  6  3 

10  4  9 

4  1  0 

1  15  0 


1222  19  1 


The  amount  of  salvage  recovered,  together  with  the  value  of 
the  same  since  the  Council  started  this  service  in  November,  1939, 
are  set  out  overleaf. 
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SALVAGE  SALES.  1939  io  1950. 
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Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Investigations  have  continued  during  the  year  into  the  more 
serious  types  of  infectious  disease  notified  through  the  normal 
channels,  all  reasonable  precautions  to  avoid  the  spread  of  disease 
being  taken.  Disinfection  of  the  bedding  has  been  carried  out 
where  necessary. 


Details  of  the  visits  in  connection  with  the  notifications  are 
set  out  below  : — 


Enquiries  into  cases  of  infectious  disease... 
^Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits 
Visits  re  disinfection,  etc.  ... 

Visits  re  Smallpox  Contacts,  etc.  ... 


62 

37 

72 

69 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Factory  chimneys  in  the  area  have  been  observed  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year,  the  number  of  observations  taken  being 
16,  of  which  7  showed  an  excessive  emission  of  black  smoke. 
Each  of  the  factories  received  notice,  but  it  was  not  found 
necessary  to  serve  a  formal  notice  in  these  cases. 

The  complaint  from  the  Managements  generally  is  that  the 
furnaces  have  been  designed  to  consume  certain  types  of  fuel,  but 
unfortunately  it  has  not  always  been  possible  for  this  to  be  supplied. 
One  case  was  referred  to  the  ^Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power,  and 
once  again  the  Ministry  obliged  by  carrying  out  certain  tests  on  the 
boiler  plant,  which  were  instrumental  in  effecting  improvements, 
and  so  abating  the  smoke  nuisance. 

The  position  regarding  the  emission  of  black  smoke  in  the  area 
has  not  deteriorated,  but  nevertheless,  the  position  could  be  greatly 
improved,  and  it  is  hoped  in  the  coming  year  that  more  time  will 
be  spent  in  this  direction. 


Factories. 

As  a  result  of  routine  inspection  and  complaint  from  H.M. 
Factories  Inspectors,  some  75  inspections  of  the  factories  through¬ 
out  the  district  have  been  carried  out.  As  a  result  of  these 
inspections,  15  informal  notices  were  served.  All  were  in  connection 
with  the  sanitary  accommodation.  Details  are  set  out  overleaf. 


41 


Inspections. 


Factories 

^  No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

In  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  enforced  by 
Local  .Authority 

23 

6 

3 

Where  Section  7  is 
enforced 

127 

69 

12 

Total 

150 

75 

15 

Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

2 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

11 

9 

3 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

15 

12 

4 

Swimming  Bath. 

The  Public  Swimming  Bath  has  again  been  open  to  the  public, 
and  has  continued  to  give  satisfaction.  Six  samples  of  water  have 
been  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination,  three  from  the  inlet 
end  and  three  from  the  outlet.  All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Both  the  filtration  plant,  which  is  of  an  old  type,  and  the 
new  chlorine  gas  plant  have  continued  to  give  satisfaction. 

There  are  no  private  swimming  pools  in  the  area. 

Nuisances. 

As  a  result  of  complaints  and  routine  inspection  791  inspections 
have  been  carried  out  in  investigating  the  nuisances  throughout  the 
area.  During  the  year  387  nuisances  were  found,  in  addition  there 
were  38  which  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1949,  making  a  total  of 
425. 
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The  iKiLiiie  of  the  nuisances  varied  considerably,  includinf^ 
defective  drainage  systems,  causing  flooding  and  general  dampness, 
offensive  accumulations,  animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance,  etc. 

During  the  year  373  informal  notices  were  served,  of  which 
332  were  complied  with,  I'he  number  of  formal  notices  served 
totalled  28,  of  which  25  were  complied  with,  and  under  this  heading 
it  was  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  in  three  instances.  In 
each  case  judgement  was  given  to  the  Council.  The  total  number 
of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  was  371,  leaving  54  outstand¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  works  for  the  abatement  of  many 
of  these  had  already  been  put  in  hand,  but  not  completed. 

Offensive  Tracies. 

d'here  have  been  no  additions  to  the  register  of  Offensive  Trades 
during  the  year,  and  no  applications  have  been  received.  At  the 
year  end  there  were  27  Fish  Friers,  and  1  Tripe  Boiler  registered. 

Fifty  inspections  of  these  premises,  were  carried  out  and  no 
serious  contravention  of  the  byelaws  was  observed.  The  general 
cleanliness  of  the  premises  was  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Visits 


Bakehouses 
Camping  Sites 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Conversions — visits 
Dangerous  Buildings 
Drainage,  etc. 

Factories  ... 

Fried  Fish  Shops... 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ... 
Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
Offensive  Trades  ... 

Public  Conveniences 
Refuse  Collection  ... 

Refuse  Disposal 

Rodent  Control  (excluding  Sewer 


180 

10 

354 


443 

52 


100 


33 

12 

2 


90 

58 

5 


2 

8 


Maintenance) 


94 

85 

18 

87 

22 

17 

13 

6 

25 

292 

16 


Sanitary  Accommodation — Defects 

Schools 

Shops 

Smoke  Observations 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment 

Water  Courses — Survey  ... 

Water  Supplies 
Yards — Paving,  etc. 


2,024 
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HOUSING. 


General  Inspection. 

The  housing  position  in  the  district  generally  is  still  acute. 
During  the  year,  22  further  houses  have  been  completed  and 
occupied  on  the  Sowerby  site.  This,  unfortunately,  only  goes  a  little 
way  to  obviate  the  unfortunate  conditions  in  which  many  of  our 
people  are  living.  When  one  considers  the  priority  of  the  sick, 
overcrowded  and  the  like,  there  are  few  houses  left  for  the  general 
re-housing  of. those  living  in  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

A  considerable  number  of  houses  in  the  area  are  sub-standard, 
and  little  can  be  done  to  up-grade  this  property  to  bring  it  up  to 
modern  standards,  due  in  the  main  to  the  construction,  position  and 
congestion,  together  with  the  heavy  costs  which  would  be  involved 
in  carrying  out  any  reconstruction.  The  majority  of  this  property 
is  of  the  back  to  back  type,  being  generally  constructed  on  different 
levels,  where  both  under-dwellings  and  over-dwellings  are  incorpor¬ 
ated.  Others  are  back  to  earth,  coupled  with  varying  degrees  of 
both  rising  and  penetrating  dampness.  A  considerable  amount  of 
this  property  opens  directly  onto  the  main  thoroughfare,  offering 
very  little  or  no  intervening  space  on  to  the  main  roads,  leading  as 
it  does  to  many  accidents,  some,  unfortunately,  fatal.  Many 
parents,  especially  those  with  young  children,  have  expressed  their 
great  concern  at  living  in  such  surroundings.  In  addition  to  the 
houses  being  very  congested,  there  is  the  lack  of  essential  amenities, 
such  as  separate  sanitary  accommodation,  hot  water  systems  and 
bathrooms,  lack  of  adequate  natural  lighting,  lack  of  drying  grounds, 
etc.  Such  properties,  when  housing  is  a  little  more  plentiful,  will 
only  have  one  obvious  end.  F'ortunately,  this  type  are  in  the 
minority,  but  nevertheless,  they  exist,  and  are  a  black  spot  which 
should  be  wiped  out  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

Many  properties  in  the  rural  areas  could  also  be  considered  to 
be  sub-standard,  but  generally  they  have  the  advantage  of  having 
adequate  natural  lighting  and  ventilation,  the  drawback  being 
unsatisfactory  sanitary  conditions  mainly  regarding  the  sanitary 
accommodation  and  the  lack  of  an  adequate  water  supply.  This 
problem  is  being  vigorously  tackled,  and  gradually  is  being  over- 
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come.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  being  improved,  together  with 
the  water  supplies,  and  as  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  such 
properties  are  being  given  an  additional  lease  of  life,  and  will  serve 
as  a  useful  contribution  towards  the  housing  programme. 

The  Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1950  are  set  out  as 
follows  : — 

1  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  435 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  820 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  370 

3  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action  : 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  .so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above),  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  187 

2  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  xvitlioiit  service  of 

formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  350 

3  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936  ;  - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  (informal)  1 87 
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(2)  N  limber  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rend¬ 
ered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  2 

B.  IVoceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  248 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

C.  i^roceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  ol  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  res¬ 
pect  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  3 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms,  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Ch'ercroivding. 

A.  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein...  ...  52 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  341 
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B.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ,  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

C.  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  129 


The  cases  of 

overcrowding 

in  the 

district 

are  set 

follows : — 

W.\RD 

Old  Cases 

New  Cases 

Total 

North 

.  •  .  ... 

1 

— 

1 

South 

•  •  4  •  •  • 

0 

i-i 

1 

3 

East 

4  •  •  •  •  . 

9 

3 

12 

Central 

4  4  •  •  .  » 

7 

2 

9 

Luddenden  Foot 

7 

2 

9 

Norland  and  Triangle 

8 

2 

10 

Sowerby 

4  »  ,  -  .  4 

2 

— 

2 

Midgley 

...  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Total 

40 

10 

50 

5  New  Houses. 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  type  ...  22 

'J'ernporary  type  ...  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

6  Housing  Act,  7949. 

No  applications  for  grants  have  been  received  from  persons 
improving  existing  housing  accommodation,  as  per  Section  20. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Distribution. 

With  the  transfer  of  powers  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  there  have  been  very  few  visits  to  the  farms, 
d'hose  which  have  taken  place  have  generally  been  in  connection 
with  water  supplies,  drainage  problems,  etc.  The  samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  were  taken  during  distribution. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  49  registered  distributors  of 
milk  in  the  area.  Licences  granted  by  the  Council  under  (a)  The 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
I'iegulations,  1949,  and  (b)  The  Mik  (Special  Designations)  (Raw 


Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  were  as  follows 

Supplementary  Licences  to  Retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  3 

Supplementary  Licences  to  Retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licences  to  Retail  Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  2 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  T.T. /Pasteurised  ...  13 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  Pasteurised  ...  ...  13 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  Sterilised  ...  ...  13 


Milk  Sampling. 

During  the  year  3  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  have  been 
obtained,  1  being  satisfactory  and  2  unsatisfactory,  failing  to  pass 
the  Phosphatase  Test. 

Food  Inspection. 

Regular  inspection  of  the  food  shops,  cafes,  restaurants,  etc. 
has  continued  during  the  year.  Details  of  the  visits  are  set  out 
below : — 


Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  61 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Public  Markets  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Fish  Merchants  and  Poulterers  ...  30 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  71 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  11 
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K’estaurants  ...  u..  ...  ...  43 

Cow  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pasteurising^  Plant  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  Preparing-  Premises  ...  ...  37 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Aliscellaneous  I'ood  Visits  ...  ...  17 


Total  .., 


548 


The  general  conditions  of  the  premises,  including  the  ecjuip- 
ment,  utensils,  etc.,  were  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  As  a  result 
of  these  inspections,  a  quantity  of  food  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  details  of  which  are  set  out  below  ;  — 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Meat  ... 

2 

0 

’  6^ 

Fish 

•  •  • 

1 

16f 

Fruit  ... 

2 

0 

5i 

Vegetables 

1 

0 

18 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 

1 

0 

7i 

Total 

6 

2 

26 

Milk — 151  tins;  Lemon  Curd — 452  tins;  Coffee — 24  bottles; 
Sauce — 20  bottles;  Fruit — 60  jars;  Fish  —  78  jars. 

Ice  Cream. 

.\t  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  58  premises  registered 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream.  Included  in  this  number  were  two  shops,  which  were  also 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  the  ice  cream  in  each 
case  being  made  from  a  cold  mix.  The  premises,  generally  speak¬ 
ing,  were  quite  satisfactory.  The  number  of  inspections  and  visits 
made  to  the  premises  totalled  60. 

46  samples  were  obtained  for  chemical  examination,  45  of 
which  were  satisfactory,  and  one  unsatisfactory.  In  addition  29 
samples  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which 
19  were  satisfactory  and  10  unsatisfactory. 
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FOOD  PREPARING  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Bakehouses. 

Referring?  to  my  last  report,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the 
majority  of  the  necessary  improvements  to  the  bakehouses  have 
been  commenced,  and  for  the  most  part  completed  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  The  occupiers  have  been  most  co-operative,  and  a  good 
standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained.  During  the  year,  13 
inspections  have  been  made  at  these  premises.  No  contraventions 
of  the  Act  were  observed. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants. 

The  routine  inspection,  after  the  detailed  report  which  was  very 
recently  submitted,  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  it 
is  pleasing  to  note  the  general  improvement  which  is  taking  place. 
There  are  unfortunately,  certain  premises  where  an  immediate 
improvement  is  desired,  and  the  necessary  action  has  been  taken  to 
bring  this  about. 

Public  Houses. 

As  a  result  of  detailed  inspection  of  the  public  houses  within 
the  area,  it  was  pleasing  to  note  the  immediate  response  of  the 
owners,  who  in  most  cases  were  aware  of  the  deficiencies,  and 
were  very  eager  to  improve  or  reconstruct  where  necessary.  It 
was  unfortunate  that  the  necessary  building  licences  for  large  scale 
improvements  were  not  forthcoming,  and  many  occupiers  carried  on 
under  difficulties.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Ministry  have  given 
priority  to  certain  of  these  establishments,  and  several  major  recon¬ 
structions  are  contemplated.  Where  minor  improvements  were 
necessary  to  the  washing  facilities  and  the  sanitary  accommodation, 
this  was  done  without  delay.  Although  improvements  are  still 
required,  in  certain  directions,  I  feel  that  with  the  continued  co¬ 
operation  of  both  owner  and  occupier,  the  completion  of  these  will 
not  be  long  delayed. 

Food  Poisoning. 

During  the  year,  there  have  been  several  minor  outbreaks  of 
food  poisoning,  mainly  in  connection  with  (a)  factory  canteens,  and 
(b)  a  cafe  within  the  area,  the  total  number  of  persons  affected 
being  approximately  55.  Unfortunately,  with  the  delay  in  the 
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notification  of  these  cases,  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain  samples  of 
the  food  which  had  been  consumed,  and  the  samples  obtained  did 
not  bring  any  definite  results.  Detailed  investigations  were  made, 
and  efforts  made  to  trace  any  carriers  which  may  have  been 
responsible  for  the  outbreaks,  but  again,  no  positive  results  were 
obtained.  The  outbreaks  were  of  a  very  minor  nature. 

Rodent  Control. 

Routine  inspection  of  the  district  was  made  from  time  to  time, 
with  a  view  to  investigation  into  any  infestation  in  the  households, 
food  shops  and  factories  in  the  area.  Generally  speaking,  it  was 
pleasing  to  note  that  these  were  comparatively  free  from  rodent 
infestation.  Those  mostly  affected  were  in  close  proximity  to  the 
river  and  canal. 


As  a  result  of  these  visits,  and  complaints  at  the  Department, 
82  premises  were  given  full  treatment,  details  of  which  are  set  out 
below  : — 


Refuse  Disposal  Sites  (Tips) 

4  treatments 

Salvage  Depot 

7 

Private  Dwellings  ... 

68 

>> 

Business  Premises  ... 

8 

Total 

82 

yy 

The  work  was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspectors 
and  the  Rodent  Operative,  all  being  dealt  with  on  the  lines 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Infestation 
Division). 

During  the  year  major  infestations  on  the  refuse  disposal  sites, 
were  eventually  cleared.  There  was  one  other  major  infestation  at 
a  factory  in  the  area. 

The  sewers  of  the  district  have  again  been  treated  on  approved 
lines,  details  of  which  are  overleaf. 
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X 

Se('tion 

Xo.  of 
Man¬ 
holes 

No. 

not 

l)aitecl 

Xo. 

bailed 

I’re-bait  'Faken 

(' 

1’ 

'I'otal 

4'akes 

X.'l'. 

Mill  Baiik  Friangle  .... 

69 

64 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Sowerbv  'Friangie 

63 

51 

14 

4 

— 

4 

10 

Luddeiiden  Foot  Dist. 

/  / 

64 

13 

3 

_ 

3 

8 

Midgley  District 

67 

38 

9 

3 

— 

3 

6 

Sowerby,'  Ludd.  F'oot.... 

99 

70 

29 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Sow.  Bridge.  vSec.  1  .... 

92 

88 

4 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Sow.  Bridge.  Sec.  2  .... 

124 

97 

27 

6 

— 

6 

21 

Sow.  Bridge.  Sec.  3  .... 

121 

91 

30 

9 

- — 

9 

21 

C— Com[)]ete  'Fake  P — Partial  Take  NT — No  'Fake 

The  infestation  in  the  sewers  was  found,  after  test  bait,  to  be 
less  than  the  previous  year.  It  was  again  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
sewers  on  the  new  housing  estates  were  again  entirely  free  from 
infestation.  Once  again,  the  black  spots  of  the  district  were  in 
the  areas  in  close  proximity  to  the  sewers  with  storm  overflows 
entering  into  the  rivers,  etc.  The  report  on  rodent  control  has  been 
taken  from  1st  April,  1950,  to  31st  March,  1951,  and  are  set  out  as 
per  the  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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